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Mary finds safety on the shores of Maine

Border towns are funny placesfi the lines between

countries are blurred by the activities of everyday life.
Breakfast in Canada, grocery shopping in Maine, pick the kids up
at school in Canada, head to the movies in Maine. Mary was a
Canadian citizen living in Canada, but her ties to the United States
were equally strong. Her mother was a U.S. citizen, as were her
three children. Maryés mother could have applied for her to
become a permanent resident when she was a child, but it never
seemed to matter. Mary also never thought to become a U.S.
citizen during her first marriage to the American father of her
children because they were living in Canada. In her border town,
Maryis citizenship made very little difference.

AFTER MARYI(S FIRST MARRIAGE FELL APART,
she started dating Brian, a U.S. citizen whom she
had grown up with in Canada. They eventually
married and Mary moved with Brian to
Massachusetts. Maryis children, who were in
her custody stayed behind temporarily with her
mother who now lived in Maine. She and Brian
agreed they would move the kids down with
them as soon as they were settled.

TOGETHER THEY FILED FOR MARY{S GREEN CARD BASED ON
their marriage. Then the relationship took a turn for the worse.
Mary had grown up in a very abusive environment and, as is often
the case, Mary got stuck in that vicious cycle. Her mother had been
an alcoholic who was physically abused by her husband. Maryis own
first husband beat her, and now Brian was trying to control her
through physical and verbal abuse. He refused to let her children
come to live with them. Mary had to flee. She had to make it back
to her children in Maine.

MARY CAME TO ILAP FOR HELP. SHE NEEDED TO STAY WITH
her children who were happy in school here in Maine, but didnit
know if she could. ILAP told Mary that she was eligible to apply
for a special 0self-petition.6 Immigration laws allow for domestic
violence victims married to U.S. citizens to self-petition for their
green cards so that they are able to leave their abusive marriages.
ILAP notified Immigration in Boston that Mary was now being

represented by an ILAP attorney and that she had changed her address.

Beautiful Coastline, Blueberry Fields... and Mexican Pop Music

By ILAP Volunteer Liz Love

AFTER A GREAT SUMMER VOLUNTEERING AT ILAP, | WAS THRILLED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO IOIN
ILAP ATTORNEY, SUE ROCHE, ON A TRIP TO MEET WITH MIGRANT WORKERS IN DOWNEAST, MAINE.
| had been there before with my brother when he was working for Maine Migrant Health,
and was filled with fond memories of the beautiful coastline, vast blueberry fields, burritos,
conversations in Spanish, and Mexican pop music - perhaps an unlikely combination for those
who are unaware of how Maine blueberries end up in their pancakes!

Continued on Page 3

Mary Was stranded.
The potential consequences
were dire. She would lose
the custody battle for her
children if she couldnit attend
the court hearings in Maine.

AFTER A DISAGREEMENT OVER THE CUSTODY OF THEIR
children, Maryis first husband lashed out at her. He had friends in
the local police department in their small border town, and told
them he wanted Mary out of the country. One of these police
officers stopped Mary as she was driving, made her get in his car,
and handed her over to Border Patrol. Mary had every reason to
believe that she was in the U.S. legallyfi as far as she knew her case
was still pending with Immigration in Boston. It turned out,
however, that Immigration had sent an interview notice to her old
Massachusetts address, instead of to ILAP and Maryis new address.
Brian, of course, hadnit passed this information along to Mary.
When she missed her interview, Immigration denied her green card
application. Mary was officially undocumented.

IMMIGRATION LAWS ALLOWED

Mary the right to a hearing to present
evidence to stay in the U.S. However,
Border Patrol officers refused even to
let her call her ILAP attorney, and then
coerced her into signing a waiver giving
up her right to an immigration hearing.
The Border Patrol officers drove her to
the small Canadian town where she had
grown up. They didnit even let her go
to her childrenis school to tell them
what was happening. Mary was stranded. Since she had been
deported she was no longer allowed to come back and forth to the
U.S. as she had done all of her life. The potential consequences
were dire. She would lose the custody battle for her children if she
couldnit attend the court hearings in Maine. The once porous
border between her Canadian town and Maine was suddenly
locked shut against her.

ILAP SUCCESSFULLY ADVOCATED WITH IMMIGRATION TO
grant Mary ohumanitarian parole,6 a special status allowing her back
into the U.S. so that she could attend her court hearings. ILAP{s
attorney then worked with Mary to file her self-petition as an abuse
victim, which Immigration approved. Mary received her green card
and won custody of her children. Recently, she finished school

and now has a good job and can support her family. Mary and

her children are now safe and are once again able to enjoy the
peculiarities of life in a border community.
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